Reflecting on the Value of Water

Water — we drink and use it every day as it flows from our taps and faucets, but we may not always think
about the intricate network of pipes and pumps and the talented people behind the scenes that help
deliver it to you. It takes a lot to move water around the region and we’re thankful every day that water
in Orange County is easily accessible, safe, and reliable.

News from this summer about the worsening drought and water allocations throughout the western
United States puts this precious resource into greater perspective. In north and central Orange County,
approximately 77% of the drinking water supply comes from a vast groundwater basin found right
beneath your feet. It is sustainably managed by the Orange County Water District (OCWD) and supplies
water to 2.5 million people. OCWD continues to find new ways to refill it and increase local water
supplies so that impacts from the drought or restrictions on imported water aren’t as dire in our
communities.

October highlights two special celebrations in our industry that encourage us to learn more about where
our water comes from — Water Professionals Appreciation Week and Imagine a Day Without Water,
both which emphasize the value of water.

Dedicated teams of planners, engineers, water quality specialists, technicians, and other skilled workers
have built, operated, and maintained the necessary infrastructure to guarantee that safe, clean water is
there when you need it. Regardless of the challenges we face — whether it is recurring drought,
limitations on imported water, or contamination caused by industrial and chemical manufacturers — our
water systems continue to operate efficiently and serve high-quality drinking water due to the amazing
work of these professionals.

California’s sixth annual Water
Professionals Appreciation Week,
celebrated October 1 -9, highlights the
important role of water industry
professionals and local public water
agencies in ensuring safe and reliable
water and recycled water operations in
California. During this week, we highlight
the work of water professionals and thank
them for the services they perform
24/7/365. It is also a special time to
reflect on the essential careers that the
water industry offers in engineering,
operations, geology, science, finance,
business administration, law, human
resources, communications, and more.


https://imagineadaywithoutwater.org/

At OCWD, we are proud of the work that our 226 employees do every day to monitor and test water
quality to ensure it meets all state and federal drinking water regulations, operate infrastructure to
replenish the Orange County Groundwater Basin, increase water recycling at the Groundwater
Replenishment System (GWRS), which will produce 130 million gallons of pure drinking water by next
year, and improve overall water supply reliability for the region.

The city of Fullerton’s Public Works Department Water Division is responsible for all aspects of the water
system, including upgrade and repair of infrastructure, overseeing water production, conservation,
water quality and cross connection prevention and works collaboratively with OCWD staff.

Whether we’re in the office, lab, or treatment plant, or out at a recharge basin, wetlands, or in the
community, OCWD and city of Fullerton employees are critical to the success of our region’s water
operations. Be sure to check out OCWD’s website and city of Fullerton’s Public Works Department
Water Division for more information about the people who play an essential role in delivering water to
our communities.

In collaboration with Orange County Water District staff, this article was provided by Orange County
Water District Director Bruce Whitaker, who represents Division 10, which covers the city of Fullerton.
Contact Director Whitaker at BWWhitaker@live.com.
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