
 
 
 

 
Summer Water Savings: Helpful Tips to Make Every Drop Count 

 
In Orange County, we live in a semi-arid region that receives approximately 13 inches of annual rainfall, 
so the idea of drought is not new to us. Recurring drought and dry weather are a feature of California’s 
climate, and Orange County water agencies are well positioned to respond to these conditions. As part 
of the Orange County Water District’s (OCWD) commitment to providing a reliable water supply to its 
communities, it supports a diversified water portfolio which aims to increase local supplies. 
 
This helps OCWD sustainably manage the Orange County Groundwater Basin (Basin) which provides 77% 
of the drinking water supply to 19 cities and water agencies, including the city of Fullerton, who then 
pump and provide the water directly to its customers. Since the previous drought from 2012-2016, 
OCWD has worked hard to substantially refill the groundwater basin. At this time, the Basin can provide 
water for two consecutive years at current pumping levels even if drought conditions persist. 
 
We know our communities have been hard at work, too. Over the years, our residents and businesses in 
Fullerton have stepped up to implement water-efficient practices. With summer in full swing and 
drought conditions worsening, we encourage this continued lifestyle.  
 
Here are five useful tips that you can apply in and around your home this summer:  
 
If you’re looking for more ways to use 
water wisely this summer or have 
questions about local ordinances, please 
contact the City of Fullerton Public Works 
Department.  
 
For general information and more water-
saving tips you can visit bewaterwise.com, 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California’s portal for water-saving rebates 
and grants, landscape classes, water-wise 
garden inspiration and tons of helpful tips 
on how to lower your water use. 
 
OCWD also provides a variety of water 
education programs, including tours of the 
world’s largest water recycling plant, the 
Groundwater Replenishment System, 
located in Fountain Valley. The District also 
offers a free webinar series focused on our 
local water supply and ways that OCWD is 
securing long-term reliability. To learn 
more about how OCWD has prepared for 
drought, please visit our website.  

 Tip #1: Update Lawn With Water Smart Plants 
Most California homeowners use half their water on their 
lawn. Water smart landscapes need no mowing, and 
much less weeding and pruning.  
 

 Tip #2: Water Just Where You Need It 
Reposition sprinklers away from pavement. Use drip 
irrigation on plants to water where you need it. 
 

 Tip #3: Fix Leaks 
An average U.S. household's leaks account for about 
10,000 gallons of water wasted every year. Identify and fix 
leaks inside and outside your home to save water and 
lower your monthly water bill. 
 

 Tip #4: Turn Off Water When Brushing Teeth Or Shaving 
By turning off the water when brushing teeth or shaving 
you can save 8 gallons of water per person, per day. 
 

 Tip #5: Wash Full Loads of Clothes and Dishes 
The washer will save 15–45 gallons per load and the 
dishwasher will save 5–15 gallons per load. 

 

https://www.cityoffullerton.com/government/departments/public-works/water-system/conservation
https://www.cityoffullerton.com/government/departments/public-works/water-system/conservation
https://www.bewaterwise.com/
https://www.ocwd.com/contact-us/book-a-tour/
https://www.ocwd.com/news-events/events/water-webinars/
https://www.ocwd.com/learning-center/drought/


 
In collaboration with Orange County Water District staff, this article was provided by Orange County 
Water District Director Bruce Whitaker, who represents Division 10, which covers the city of Fullerton. 
Contact Director Whitaker at BWWhitaker@live.com. 
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