Beat the Summer Heat with High Quality, Reliable Tap Water

Hot summer months and a refreshing glass of water go hand in hand. Whether traveling, working,
enjoying outdoor activities, or staying indoors, it is important to always stay hydrated and your local tap
water is the way to go. Although we turn on the tap every day, we don’t often think about what it takes
to make sure that the water you drink is of the highest quality. Well, rest assured that Orange County
water leaders work hard to safeguard our water supply and provide clean, safe water to you around the
clock, every day of the year.

The month of August is National Water
Quality Month and is a good time to shift
our attention to learn about how water
agencies undertake this valuable effort of
delivering clean water to you. Some of
our most amazing work happens behind-
the-scenes and in labs to ensure that not
only is water flowing into your homes,
but that it is being carefully monitored
and tested to continue meeting all
federal and state drinking water
standards established by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
California EPA and State Water Resources

Control Board. National Water Quality Month reminds us about the
important behind-the-scenes work that our water
Fullerton’s water supply is a blend of providers do every day to ensure you are drinking clean,

groundwater from our own wells, and

safe, high-quality water... straight from the tap!
water imported from Northern California

and the Colorado River. Water from the
wells comes from a natural underground aquifer, the Orange County Groundwater Basin, that is
replenished with water from the Santa Ana River, local rainfall, recycled water, and imported water.

Managed by the Orange County Water District (OCWD; the District), the groundwater basin is 350
square miles and lies beneath most of northern and central Orange County, supplying approximately
77% of the water we use. Fullerton and 18 other cities and retail water districts pump from the
groundwater basin to distribute water to your homes and businesses. OCWD and the city of Fullerton
provide some of the cleanest drinking water in the world. Each water source is tested to make sure we
continue to supply the highest quality water. In fact, California’s drinking water is highly regulated and
has some of the nation’s most stringent guidelines.

OCWD'’s Philip L. Anthony Water Quality Laboratory implements a proactive and comprehensive
groundwater and surface water monitoring program to continually generate real-time data. The District
tests for more than 500 compounds, many more than required by state and federal laws and


https://nationalwaterqualitymonth.org/
https://nationalwaterqualitymonth.org/

regulations. It tests water from approximately 1,500 locations throughout the basin, analyzes more than
20,000 samples each year and reports more than 400,000 results. OCWD also provides regional testing
of more than 200 drinking water wells for local drinking water providers, like Fullerton, to help them
meet monitoring and reporting requirements mandated by the federal Safe Drinking Water Act.

You can help us in our efforts, too. You may not realize it, but there are many factors that can have a
harmful impact on the quality of our local water sources ranging from industrial and household
chemicals, oils, and other pollutants to the pesticides we use in our own backyards. By thinking about
the little things that you do on a daily basis that could have a negative effect on the environment and
water quality, you’ll be one step closer to making a difference.

For more resources about your local water supply and water quality, you can read the city of Fullerton’s
annual water quality report, or visit the city of Fullerton water service webpage or OCWD’s water quality

webpage.

In collaboration with Orange County Water District staff, this article was provided by Orange County
Water District Director Bruce Whitaker, who represents Division 10, which covers the City of Fullerton.
Contact Director Whitaker at BWWhitaker@live.com.
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