
 

 

Investing in Water Infrastructure Today, to Secure Water Reliability Tomorrow 

Not a day goes by without our use of reliably available water which ensures our communities, our 
economy, and the environment continue to flourish. While every day should be a celebration of this 
precious resource, the month of May is an important time to reflect upon what it takes to deliver water 
to our homes and businesses – infrastructure. 

As a national non-profit organization, United for Infrastructure celebrates Infrastructure Week during 
May 10 – 14, 2021 and works to educate the public about the importance of infrastructure to the 
nation’s economy, workers, and communities to make sure our nation’s infrastructure meets the needs 
of every American – those now and for future generations. 

As water leaders responsible for providing a sustainable supply of water to our communities, this week 
reminds us about the importance of investing in our water infrastructure locally – whether we are 
developing new projects or maintaining our existing infrastructure. Without the appropriate 
infrastructure in place and routine monitoring and maintenance, it would be quite difficult to provide 
drinking water to homes, schools, and businesses. 

On a federal level, you may have read about President Biden’s American Jobs Plan, a plan that calls for 
an investment of $111 billion in the nation’s water and wastewater infrastructure, including water 
recycling to help communities maximize resiliency. 

Rest assured, in Orange County, your water providers work hard every day to maintain reliable 
infrastructure and provide a safe and plentiful water supply. Here at the Orange County Water District 
(OCWD; District), we work diligently to manage the water supply that our 19 cities and water districts 
rely on for the 2.5 million people they serve. 

OCWD operates the Groundwater 
Replenishment System (GWRS), a world-
class water purification system that 
allows OCWD to recharge the Orange 
County Groundwater Basin. That’s right – 
we take wastewater from OC San that 
would otherwise be discharged into the 
ocean, purify it to drinking water 
standards, and place it right back into the 
Basin which then gets pumped and 
delivered to your homes by your local 
water provider. 

Located in Fountain Valley, the GWRS 
was first built out of a mutually beneficial 
need for both OCWD and OC San – to 

Finally-sound infrastructure investments are critical to 
maintaining water reliability for the region. Pictured here are the 
reverse osmosis (RO) membranes at the world-renowned 
Groundwater Replenishment System. RO is part of the overall 
treatment process to turn wastewater into purified drinking 
water. 



address issues of seawater intrusion in the Basin and the desire to expand water recycling efforts due to 
recurring droughts and population growth in California. 

Today, the facility produces enough water to recharge the Basin with 100 million gallons of drinking 
water every day. The GWRS is currently undergoing a final expansion where it will increase treatment 
capacity to 130 million gallons per day – enough water to serve 1 million people daily. Over the years, 
OCWD has obtained a variety of funding sources for this highly successful project to minimize the 
financial impact to our ratepayers. The current $310 million expansion project is funded by state and 
federal low interest loans along with a few state grants. 

Being able to refill the Basin is particularly important when droughts or other circumstances limit 
availability of other water sources. In fact, I would be remiss if I did not mention that statewide agencies 
are planning for yet another dry year. During its fourth snow survey at Phillips Station snow course in El 
Dorado County on April 1, Department of Water Resources Director Karla Nemeth stated, “there is no 
doubt California is in a critically dry year.” And most recently on April 21, Governor Newsom issued a 
State of Emergency Proclamation stating that California is in a second consecutive year of dry 
conditions, resulting in drought or near-drought throughout many portions of the State. 

As California faces irregularities in weather patterns that challenge our water reliability, OCWD is 
committed to providing innovative solutions like the GWRS and adhering to responsible and cost-
effective planning to increase the security of our local water supplies. Bottom line, Orange County 
residents do not have to worry about having insufficient water supplies because of the investments 
water agencies have made in vital infrastructure projects. 

By working together with our 19 member agencies – your local water providers – we are committed to 
investing in our water future by making financially-sound infrastructure investments to serve the 
residents and businesses of Orange County. Whether it is pumps, pipes, or treatment facilities – every 
dollar spent on water infrastructure benefits the communities we serve. 

I encourage you to learn more about the GWRS by attending a virtual tour, which are held on the first 
Friday of every month or visiting www.ocwd.com to learn more about our water infrastructure and your 
water supply. 

In collaboration with Orange County Water District staff, this article was provided by Orange County 
Water District Director Bruce Whitaker, who represents Division 10, which covers the City of Fullerton.  

Contact Director Whitaker at BWWhitaker@live.com. 
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