
City of Fullerton Community Gardens 
Rules and Regulations 

Participation in the City of Fullerton Community Gardens program is a privilege and does 
not constitute a lease or rental agreement. Participation is subject to compliance with all 
rules and regulations outlined herein. The City reserves the right to revoke an individual's 
participation in the program at any time with written notice. 

Membership and Eligibility Requirements 
1. Residency Requirement: Participation is reserved for residents of the City

of Fullerton only. Proof of residency and personal identification must be
verified at the time of application and annual renewal.

i. Acceptable Identification: Valid California driver's license or
California identification card.

ii. Acceptable Proof of Residency: Utility bill (gas, water, electric,
cable TV), deed, or home/renter's insurance with name and address
clearly indicated (must be current within the last 3 months).

2. Application and Agreement: All participants must complete and sign an
application or renewal form, indicating they have read, understand, and
agree to abide by all Rules and Regulations.

3. Plot Assignment Limit: Only one (1) garden plot of any type (Rental or
Volunteer) is permitted per household.

4. Transfer and Subletting: Plots are assigned by City Staff. Plots are not
personal property and cannot be transferred, exchanged, or sublet to
another person.

Dual Garden Plot Models 
The Fullerton Community Garden operates on a dual model: Annual Rental Plots and 
Community Volunteer Plots. 

1. Annual Rental Plots (Private Use)
a. Fee: For the first year of the program, there will not be a fee for private

lots. Annual fees will be determined at a later time.
b. Duration & Renewal: Plots are assigned for one calendar year.

Gardeners must submit a renewal form and fee prior to January 31st
each year to maintain eligibility. Failure to meet the deadline will result
in expulsion and reassignment of the plot.

c. Usage: The gardener and their approved secondary gardener are
entitled to the full harvest from their assigned plot.

Community Volunteer Plots (Shared Use) 
1. Fee: No annual fee is required for participation in the Community Volunteer Plot

program.
2. Volunteer Commitment: Participants must commit to a minimum of four (4)

hours of verifiable work per month on the assigned Community Volunteer
Plot(s). A sign-in/out log will be maintained by City Staff for hour tracking.

3. Harvest: Produce from the Community Volunteer Plots is for shared
distribution, typically designated for local food banks, community events, or
shared equally among the volunteers who worked that plot during the harvest
period, as determined by City Staff. No single volunteer is entitled to the full



 

harvest. 
4. Attendance Failure: Failure to meet the minimum monthly hour commitment 

for two consecutive months may result in the participant’s removal from the 
program and reassignment of their volunteer duties. 

 
Maintenance, Appearance, and Community Duties 
This section applies to ALL assigned plots (Rental and Volunteer). 

1. Active Maintenance Required: Gardeners are required to actively garden and 
maintain their plot and surrounding pathways throughout the entire year. This 
includes, but is not limited to: 
a. Removal of weeds (before they become seed-bearing) inside and outside 

the plot, extending to common pathways. 
b. Removal of trash, excessive dead organic material, and general debris. 
c. Monitoring and mitigating growth to ensure plants do not extend outside of 

the plot boundary into common pathways. 
d. Maintaining plot boundaries free from obstruction. 

2. Pathways: A clean, unobstructed two-foot pathway is required around each 
plot border. Pathways must be flat, free of weeds, and easily navigable. 

3. Community Workday Requirement (For Rental Plot Gardeners Only): 
Annual Rental Plot Gardeners are required to attend a minimum of one (1) 
scheduled "Community Garden Clean Up Day" and perform a minimum of two 
(2) hours of service each calendar year in the common areas (not their 
individual plot). Volunteer Plot participants fulfill this obligation through their 
monthly commitment. 

4. Responsibility for Upkeep: If a gardener becomes temporarily incapacitated 
or goes on vacation, arrangements must be made by the gardener for someone 
to take care of the plot. The City is not responsible for the upkeep of any plot. 

5. Relinquishing a Plot: Gardeners who voluntarily leave the program must clear 
their plot of all vegetation, weeds, and personal property, leaving it "ready for 
the next gardener." Failure to clear the plot will result in the inability to return 
as a participant in the future. 

 
Code of Conduct and General Rules 

1. Inspections and Warning Notices (Applies to Rental Plots): City Staff will 
conduct periodic inspections for compliance. A tiered warning system will be 
used for Rental Plots: 
a. FIRST Warning Notice: 21 calendar days are allotted to address listed 

concerns. Only one First Warning Notice is issued per year. 
b. SECOND Warning Notice: If compliance is not met after the first notice, 7 

calendar days are allotted to achieve compliance. 
c. PROGRAM PARTICIPATION REVOKED: Failure to comply with the two 

Warning Notices will result in revocation. The gardener will have 7 calendar 
days to remove personal property. 

2. Volunteer Plot Neglect: If a Community Volunteer Plot is neglected (as 
determined by City Staff), the City reserves the right to immediately take 
control, harvest, or reassign the plot without adhering to the Warning Notice 
timeline. 

3. Water Use: 
a. Hoses with running water must always be attended. 
b. Automatic timer sprinkler systems are prohibited. 
c. Gardeners must exercise best water conservation practices. 



 

4. Prohibited Plants and Items: 
a. No trees are permitted on Community Garden property, including individual 

plots. No City tree shall be trimmed, removed, or damaged. 
b. Individual storage units prohibited. 
c. Pesticides and herbicides must be stored in designated City containers or 

removed from the premises after use. 
5. Conduct and Security: 

a. No one is permitted to harvest produce from any plot (Rental or Volunteer) 
without the explicit permission of the assigned gardener or City Staff. 
Stealing is cause for permanent loss of membership. 

b. Gardeners are responsible for the actions of their visitors. 
c. No cats or dogs are permitted in the Community Gardens (service animals 

are permitted). 
d. Place all garden trash into the dumpster provided. 
e. If you are the last gardener to leave, ensure all gates are closed and the 

lock combination is scrambled. 
 
Facility Information and Communication 

1. Hours of Access: The Community Gardens' hours of access are from 7:00 AM 
to sunset. 

2. Waiting List: A waiting list will be maintained for all plots. Prospective 
gardeners who decline more than one offered plot will be dropped from the list. 

3. Communication: It is the responsibility of each gardener to keep the Fullerton 
Community Services Department notified of their most current mailing address, 
email address, and telephone numbers. 


