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The Fullerton Municipal Code Section 14.01.015(25)(c)(1) designated the City Engineer 

responsible for administering and implementing the provisions of the NFIP. All development, 

including new construction and substantial improvements, within designated special flood 

hazard zones must be in full compliance with Chapter 14.01. The terms “new construction” 

and “substantial improvement” are defined in Section 14.01.015(25) and Section 

14.01.015(24) of the Municipal Code, respectively. All new construction and substantial 

improvement are subject to the development standards outlined in Chapter 14.01, which 

implement NFIP requirements. Requirements for new construction and significant 

improvement would also apply after any event where the property has been impacted by 

flood. No other specific regulations or requirements are outlined in the City code for 

implementation after any event where a property had substantial improvement or damage. 

Significant flood events are rare within the City, even during heavy precipitation years. To date, 

the City contains zero Severe Repetitive Loss (SRL) and two Repetitive Loss (RL) properties 

within the jurisdiction. No further data about the development type at either RL property is 

available at this time.  

5.1.2 HAZARD MITIGATION PRIORITIZATION 

The LHMP Project Management Team and the LHMP Planning Team discussed each mitigation 

action to identify priority, using the following as guidance: 

• High Priority: Top organizational priority and is a well-detailed project idea. Protects 

population, resource, facility, or property at considerable risk. Uses feasible methods, 

techniques, or technology. 

• Medium Priority: A promising idea that needs more information or is an action that 

addresses a moderate hazard. 

• Low Priority: An idea that needs more information or will take a lot of preliminary 

action to build support. 

The hazard ranking exercise was completed as part of LHMP Planning Team Meeting #1. 

Additional discussion during focus group meetings and the LHMP Planning Team Meeting #2 

influenced the ultimate priority and timeline of each hazard. The LHMP Planning Team 

considered the frequency and severity of the hazard; the vulnerability of critical facilities or 

infrastructure; the impacts the mitigation action would avoid or reduce; the benefits of the 

action on the community; the critical facilities that would benefit; the environmental benefits 

of the action; and the capability of the City to implement the action. For example, actions may 

require further study or information but were identified as a high priority because of current 

conditions (i.e., heightened risk of the hazard, probability of future occurrences, or lack of 

redundancy established in a specific portion of the community). Several actions were 

identified as high priority, while the nature and complexity of the action involves a “long-term” 

timeline of five or more years. 
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Completed 

Mitigation Actions  

Mitigation Actions 

In Progress  

5 36 

MITIGATION STRATEGY  

AT A GLANCE  

As part of this update, the LHMP Planning 

Team focused mitigation actions to include 

capital improvement projects and community 

engagement campaigns that make the 

community safer and establish eligibility for 

FEMA hazard mitigation grant programs. 

60 
Total Actions  

10 
New Actions  

10 
Actions  

Removed   

18 
Hazards  

Addressed  
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TABLE 5 -3 : MITIGATION ACTION TABLE  

ACTION 
#  

MITIGATION ACTION  
HAZARD 

ADDRESSED  
RESPONSIBLE 

PARTIES  
POTENTIAL  

FUNDING SOURCES  
TIMELINE  PRIORITY  

1 

Continue to support Fullerton 
Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) to build community 
capacity in personal emergency 
preparedness and response [new 
mitigation action].  

All Hazards  
Internal: Fire 
Department 

FEMA: Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP), Safeguarding 
Tomorrow Revolving Loan 
Fund (RLF) 
Cal FIRE: Wildfire Prevention 
Grants, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
EPA: Wildfire Smoke 
Preparedness in Community 
Buildings Grant Program 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

2 

Promote and assist residents and 
business owners in developing and 
regularly updating personal 
emergency preparedness plans. 
Promote the existing Alert OC 
system [mitigation action from 
previous plan, carried over with 
revisions].  

All Hazards 

Internal: Fire 
Department, 
Police 
Department, City 
Manager’s Office 

FEMA: HMGP, RLF, EMPG 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

3 

Organize frequent educational 
workshops on personal emergency 
preparedness topics (e.g., essential 
items for emergency kits, 
evacuation routes, landscaping to 
reduce runoff and fire risk) for 
residents and business owners 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan, carried over with revisions].  

All Hazards 
Internal: Fire 
Department 

FEMA: HMGP 
Cal FIRE: Wildfire Prevention 
Grants Program, including 
funding through Proposition 4 
– Climate Bond 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
EPA: Environmental Education 
Grants 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

4 
Conduct interjurisdictional training 
with partner first-responder 

All Hazards 
Internal: Fire 
Department and 

FEMA: HMGP, RLF, EMPG Ongoing High Priority 
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ACTION 
#  

MITIGATION ACTION  
HAZARD 

ADDRESSED  
RESPONSIBLE 

PARTIES  
POTENTIAL  

FUNDING SOURCES  
TIMELINE  PRIORITY  

agencies in the area, including CAL 
FIRE, OCFA, Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department, CSUF University Police, 
local utility providers, BSNF, WEROC 
police and fire departments of 
adjacent cities, and any other 
agencies that Fullerton may select 
in the future. Include trainings for 
response on both natural and 
human-caused hazards [mitigation 
action from previous plan, carried 
over with revisions].  

Public Works 
Department, in 
coordination with 
all City 
Departments 
External: Cal Fire, 
OCFA, OCSD, 
utilities (SCE, 
SoCalGas), BNSF, 
WEROC, CSUF, 
neighboring cities 

Cal FIRE: Wildfire Prevention 
Grants, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Staff Time, General Fund 

5 

Investigate the feasibility and cost 
for smart transportation demand 
management systems, to allow City 
staff to effectively direct 
evacuations [mitigation action from 
previous plan, carried over with 
revisions].  

All Hazards 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Police 
Department, Fire 
Department 
External: OCSD 
Emergency 
Management  

FEMA: RLF 
Cal FIRE: Evacuation Route 
Planning and Development 
Grant, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Long-Term Low Priority 

6 

Develop an Open Data Platform to 
make hazard layers available to the 
public to aid future risk analysis as 
well as inform the public of hazard 
threats in their community 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan].  

All Hazards 

Internal: 
Community 
Development 
Department, 
Public Works 
Department 

LCI: ICARP Adaptation Planning 
and Regional Resilience Grants 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Long-Term Low Priority 

7 

Support local businesses in 
preparing organization evacuation 
and emergency preparedness plans. 
Provide resources or support when 
requested [new mitigation action].  
 

All Hazards 

Internal: Police 
Department, Fire 
Department 
External: Local 
businesses 

Staff Time, General Fund 
Medium-

Term 
Medium 
Priority 

Multiple Hazards 

8 
Continue to install, maintain and 
replace backup generators at key 
critical facilities (City Hall, Fire 

All Hazards 
Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, Fire 

FEMA: HMGP 
Cal OES: Prepare CA – Match 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 
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ACTION 
#  

MITIGATION ACTION  
HAZARD 

ADDRESSED  
RESPONSIBLE 

PARTIES  
POTENTIAL  

FUNDING SOURCES  
TIMELINE  PRIORITY  

Stations, Police Stations, water 
pumps, etc.) in the event of power 
loss during an emergency. Install 
portable generators in City-owned 
water facilities [mitigation action 
from previous plan, carried over 
with revisions]. 

Department, 
Police 
Department  

CA SWRCB: Backup Generator 
Funding Program 
EPA: Water Infrastructure 
Resilience Grants 
CEC: Distributed Electricity 
Backup Assets Program, 
including funding through 
Proposition 4 – Climate Bond. 
Staff Time, General Fund 

9 

Encourage utility and transportation 
providers (SoCalGas, Southern 
California Edison, Orange County 
Sanitation District, Metropolitan 
Water District of Orange County, 
BNSF Railway, Amtrak, and Orange 
County Water District) to harden 
their infrastructure in the city to 
reduce the risk of breach [mitigation 
action from previous plan, carried 
over with revisions]. 

All Hazards 

Internal: City 
Manager’s Office, 
City Council, Fire 
Department  

FEMA: HMGP 
DOT: PROTECT Grant Program 
HCD: CDBG-MIT Resilient 
Infrastructure Program (MIT-
RIP) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

10 

Plant fire-resistant, drought-tolerant 
groundcover on slopes, inclines, and 
hillsides to reduce runoff and 
erosion during heavy rainfall 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan].  

All Hazards 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Community 
Development 
Department 

FEMA: HMGP 
Cal FIRE: Wildfire Prevention 
Grants Program, including 
funding through Proposition 4 
– Climate Bond 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Long-Term 
Medium 
Priority 

11 

Inform residents in areas of 
elevated hazard risk of the risks and 
proper preparation techniques and 
evacuation procedures. Develop an 
Open Data Platform to make hazard 
data available to the public to aid in 
communicating risk to the 
community [mitigation action from 
previous plan, carried over with 
revisions].  

All Hazards 

Internal: City 
Manager’s Office, 
Administrative 
Services, Police 
Department, Fire 
Department 

FEMA: HMGP 
Cal FIRE: Wildfire Prevention 
Grants Program, including 
funding through Proposition 4 
– Climate Bond 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 
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ACTION 
#  

MITIGATION ACTION  
HAZARD 

ADDRESSED  
RESPONSIBLE 

PARTIES  
POTENTIAL  

FUNDING SOURCES  
TIMELINE  PRIORITY  

EPA: Environmental Education 
Grants 
Staff Time, General Fund 

12 

Position new critical facilities 
outside of elevated hazard risk areas 
and relocate existing critical 
facilities outside of hazard risk 
areas, as feasible. Regularly assess 
critical facility vulnerability and risk 
based on updated hazard data and 
mapping [mitigation action from 
previous plan, carried over with 
revisions].  

All Hazards 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Community 
Development 
Department 

FEMA: HMGP 
HCD: CDBG-MIT Resilient 
Infrastructure Program (MIT-
RIP) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing High Priority 

13 

Address structural or operational 
weaknesses in bridges, retaining 
walls, or other key infrastructure to 
reduce risk of failure during a 
hazard [mitigation action from 
previous plan, carried over with 
revisions].  

All Hazards 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Community 
Development 
Department 
External: Caltrans 

FEMA: HMGP 
DOT: PROTECT Grant Program 
HCD: CDBG-MIT Resilient 
Infrastructure Program (MIT-
RIP) 
EPA: Water Infrastructure 
Finance and Innovation Act 
(WIFA) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing High Priority 

14 

Investigate the feasibility of early 
warning systems to be activated 
across the City of Fullerton in the 
event of a disaster [mitigation 
action from previous plan]. 

All Hazards 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Police 
Department, Fire 
Department 

FEMA: Next Generation 
Warning System Grant 
Program (NGWSGP), 
Safeguarding Tomorrow 
Revolving Loan Fund (RLF), 
Emergency Management 
Performance Grant (EMPG), 
Homeland Security Grant 
Program (HSGP) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Long-Term Low Priority 

15 

Program pre-recorded alert and 
warning messages in multiple 
languages within police cruisers to 
assist in evacuation messaging 
during a disaster. Utilize standard 
messaging produced and deployed 
by OCSD for regional consistency 
[new mitigation action].  

All Hazards 

Internal: Police 
Department, Fire 
Department, 
Information 
Technology 

FEMA: Next Generation 
Warning System Grant 
Program (NGWSGP), Homeland 
Security Grant Program 
(HSGP), EMPG 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Medium-
Term 

Medium 
Priority 
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ACTION 
#  

MITIGATION ACTION  
HAZARD 

ADDRESSED  
RESPONSIBLE 

PARTIES  
POTENTIAL  

FUNDING SOURCES  
TIMELINE  PRIORITY  

16 

Adopt an update to the City of 
Fullerton Safety Element, 
incorporating the LHMP Update by 
reference in accordance with 
AB2140 requirements. Adopt a new 
Environmental Justice Element to 
identify policies applicable to 
individuals with access and 
functional needs within Fullerton 
[new mitigation action].  

All Hazards 

Internal: 
Community 
Development 
Department 

Staff Time, General Fund Short-Term Medium 

17 

Support American Red Cross 
programming, awareness, and 
training campaigns geared toward 
preparedness education toward 
both adults and children. Support 
the Red Cross in deploying the 
“Prepare with Pedro” programming 
for children [new mitigation action]. 

All Hazards 

Internal: Fire 
Department 
External: 
American Red 
Cross, Fullerton 
School District 

FEMA: EMPG 
US DOE: Readiness and 
Emergency Management for 
Schools (REMS) Grants 
EPA: Environmental Education 
Grants, Community Change 
Grants 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing Low Priority 

18 

Update the City’s Evacuation Annex 
as part of an Emergency Operations 
Plan Update and implement 
directives to meet Cal FIRE 
requirements [new mitigation 
action].  

All Hazards 

Internal: Fire 
Department, 
Police 
Department  

FEMA: EMPG, Homeland 
Security Grant Program (HSGP) 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Cal FIRE: Wildfire Prevention 
Grants, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Short-Term High Priority 

Dam/Reservoir Failure 

19 

Coordinate with local, state and 
federal agencies to collectively 
identify threats dam infrastructure 
within or upstream of the City. 
Support dam owners in efforts to 
regularly reassess dam inundation 
exposure and vulnerability, 
especially where critical facilities 
intersect with dam inundation 
zones. Support structural 

Dam/Reservoir 
Failure 

Internal: Fire 
Department, 
Public Works 
Department, 
Parks and 
Recreation 
Department, City 
Manager’s Office 
External: Army 
Corps of 

FEMA: National Dam Safety 
Program (NDSP) 
EPA: Water Infrastructure 
Finance and Innovation Act 
(WIFA), Clean Water State 
Revolving Fund (CWSRF) 
Dept. of Water Resources: 
Dam Safety and Climate 
Resilience funding, including 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 
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ACTION 
#  

MITIGATION ACTION  
HAZARD 

ADDRESSED  
RESPONSIBLE 

PARTIES  
POTENTIAL  

FUNDING SOURCES  
TIMELINE  PRIORITY  

improvement projects to strengthen 
dam infrastructure [mitigation 
action from previous plan, carried 
over with revisions].  

Engineers and 
Metropolitan 
Water District 

funding through Proposition 4 
– Climate Bond. 
USACE: Corps Water 
Infrastructure Financing 
Program 
SWRCB: Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund (DWSRF) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Wildfire and Urban Fire 

20 

Continue to remove highly 
flammable and non-native 
vegetation in Very High, High, and 
Moderate Fire Hazard Severity 
Zones and replant with fire-adapted 
specimens. Clear dead vegetation in 
reservoir footprints, railroad rights-
of-way, parks, and open spaces, 
especially during and after a 
drought episode. Deploy a variety of 
fuel modification efforts, including 
previously successful goat grazing 
programs in difficult to reach terrain 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan, carried over with revisions]. 

Wildfire and 
Urban Fire 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, Fire 
Department, City 
Manager’s Office 
External: Cal 
FIRE, OCFA, BNSF 

FEMA: HMGP, RLF 
Cal FIRE: Wildfire Prevention 
Grants, Forest Health Grants, 
including funding through 
Proposition 4 – Climate Bond 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium-
Priority 

21 

Create a rapid response plan from 
among Fullerton’s and Orange 
County’s first responders to secure 
and provide evacuation support for 
hospital (St. Jude), nursing and 
assisted living facilities, with focus 
on unique needs for wildfire 
evacuations.  Continue working with 
identified liaisons for regular 
coordination and training 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan, carried over with revisions].  

Wildfire and 
Urban Fire 

Internal: Fire 
Department and 
Police 
Department 
 
External: 
Providence St. 
Jude Medical 
Center, assisted 
living facilities 
and nursing 
homes 

FEMA: EMPG, Homeland 
Security Grant Program 
(HSGP), Hospital Preparedness 
Program (HPP) 
Cal FIRE: Wildfire Prevention 
Grants, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Short-Term 
Medium 
Priority 

22 
Reinforce and regularly inspect fire 
retardant infrastructure such as 
sprinklers, fire hose terminals, and 

Wildfire and 
Urban Fire 

Internal: Fire 
Department, 

Cal FIRE: Wildfire Prevention 
Grants, Fire Technology Grants, 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 
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ACTION 
#  

MITIGATION ACTION  
HAZARD 

ADDRESSED  
RESPONSIBLE 

PARTIES  
POTENTIAL  

FUNDING SOURCES  
TIMELINE  PRIORITY  

fire suppression systems in City 
facilities [mitigation action from 
previous plan]. 

Public Works 
Department 

including funding through 
Proposition 4 – Climate Bond 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Staff Time, General Fund 

23 

Continue to maintain models to 
evaluate the water system to ensure 
it meets fire flow requirements 
throughout wildfire hazard zone 
areas in alignment with the City’s 
Water Master Plan [mitigation 
action from previous plan, carried 
over with revisions]. 

Wildfire and 
Urban Fire 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department and 
Fire Department  

FEMA: HMGP, Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant (AFG) 
Cal FIRE: Wildfire Prevention 
Grants, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
EPA: Water Infrastructure 
Finance and Innovation Act 
(WIFA) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Medium-
Term 

High Priority 

24 

Continue fire hazard prevention 
awareness campaign to residents in 
the High and Very High Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones. Expand the existing 
home preparedness assessment 
program to assist more residents in 
understanding and addressing their 
wildfire risk [mitigation action from 
previous plan, carried over with 
revisions]. 

Wildfire and 
Urban Fire 

Internal: Fire 
Department, 
Public Works 
Department, 
Community 
Development 
Department 

FEMA: HMGP, Emergency 
Preparedness Performance 
Grant (EMPG), Fire Prevention 
and Safety (FP&S) Grants 
Cal FIRE: Wildfire Prevention 
Grants, California Wildfire 
Mitigation Program (CWMP), 
including funding through 
Proposition 4 – Climate Bond 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
US Forest Service: Community 
Wildfire Defense Grant 
(CWDG) 
US DOE: Readiness and 
Emergency Management for 
Schools (REMS) Grants 

Ongoing High Priority 
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ACTION 
#  

MITIGATION ACTION  
HAZARD 

ADDRESSED  
RESPONSIBLE 

PARTIES  
POTENTIAL  

FUNDING SOURCES  
TIMELINE  PRIORITY  

EPA: Environmental Education 
Grants, Community Change 
Grants 
Staff Time, General Fund 

25 

Require all new development in 
Very High, High, and Moderate Fire 
Hazard Severity Zones to use 
noncombustible building materials 
such as masonry, brick, stucco, 
concrete, steel, or others as 
appropriate. Establish zones of 
defensible space around homes in 
Very High, High, and Moderate Fire 
Hazard Severity Zones [mitigation 
action from previous plan]. 

Wildfire and 
Urban Fire 

Internal: 
Community 
Development 
Department, Fire 
Department 

FEMA: HMGP, Ignition-
Resistant Construction 
Funding, Safeguarding 
Tomorrow Revolving Loan 
Fund (RLF) 
Cal FIRE: Wildfire Prevention 
Grants, California Wildfire 
Mitigation Program (CWMP) 
including funding through 
Proposition 4 – Climate Bond, 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
US Forest Service: Community 
Wildfire Defense Grant 
(CWDG) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing High Priority 

Flood 

26 

Draft an ecosystem restoration plan 
and upgrade of drainage systems in 
Gilman Park and other similar areas 
in Fullerton [mitigation action from 
previous plan]. 

Flood, Heavy 
Rains 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department 

FEMA: HMGP 
EPA: Sewer Overflow and 
Stormwater Reuse Municipal 
Grants, Green Infrastructure 
Program Grants 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Long-Term 
Medium 
Priority 

27 

Create areas with permeable 
pavements and/or catchwater 
systems as an interim solution to 
flood control channel expansion. 
These solutions can help to absorb 
runoff and prevent the flood control 
channels from exceeding capacity 
during a storm. Integrate low 
impact design principles into future 
developments or redevelopment 

Flood, Heavy 
Rains 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department 

EPA: Sewer Overflow and 
Stormwater Reuse Municipal 
Grants 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 
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ACTION 
#  

MITIGATION ACTION  
HAZARD 

ADDRESSED  
RESPONSIBLE 

PARTIES  
POTENTIAL  

FUNDING SOURCES  
TIMELINE  PRIORITY  

[mitigation action from previous 
plan, carried over with revisions].  

28 

Update the City’s Drainage Area 
Master Plan to study the existing 
storm drain system and drainage 
patterns within the City. Implement 
recommendations for construction 
of new or modified system 
components [mitigation action from 
previous plan, carried over with 
revisions]. 

Flood, Heavy 
Rains 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department 

FEMA: HMGP, Safeguarding 
Tomorrow Revolving Loan 
Fund (RLF) 
EPA: Sewer Overflow and 
Stormwater Reuse Municipal 
Grants 
SWRCB: Storm Water Grant 
Program (SWGP) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Short-Term High Priority 

29 

Keep all City and County flood 
control channels clear of debris and 
plant detritus that could affect the 
capacity of the channel during 
heavy rainfall events. Install large 
grilles over storm drain inlets to 
screen out large debris [mitigation 
action from previous plan, carried 
over with revisions]. 

Flood, Heavy 
Rains 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department 
External: OCPW 

FEMA: HMGP, Safeguarding 
Tomorrow Revolving Loan 
Fund (RLF) 
EPA: Sewer Overflow and 
Stormwater Reuse Municipal 
Grants 
SWRCB: Storm Water Grant 
Program (SWGP) 
USDA: Emergency Watershed 
Protection (EWP) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing High Priority 

30 

Continually update the mapped 
boundaries of floodplain inundation 
zones within the City and update 
the City’s Floodplain Ordinance as 
appropriate [mitigation action from 
previous plan, carried over with 
revisions]. 

Flood, Heavy 
Rains 

Internal: Public 
Works 

Staff Time, General Fund Ongoing Low Priority 

31 

Continuously pursue FEMA 
elevation certification for all 
structures in Fullerton [mitigation 
action from previous plan]. 

Flood, Heavy 
Rains 

Internal: Public 
Works 

FEMA: HMGP, Flood Mitigation 
Assistance Program (FMA) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

32 

Elevate and flood-proof public utility 
boxes above expected flood depth 
elevation in flood hazard inundation 
areas [mitigation action from 
previous plan]. 

Flood, Heavy 
Rains 

Internal: Public 
Works 

FEMA: HMGP, RLF 
DWR: Floodplain Management, 
Protection, and Risk Awareness 
(FMPRA) Grants 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Long-Term 
Medium 
Priority 

33 
Require new critical facilities to be 
built a minimum of 1 foot higher 

Flood, Heavy 
Rains 

Internal: Public 
Works 

Staff Time, General Fund Long-Term 
Medium 
Priority 
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ACTION 
#  

MITIGATION ACTION  
HAZARD 

ADDRESSED  
RESPONSIBLE 

PARTIES  
POTENTIAL  

FUNDING SOURCES  
TIMELINE  PRIORITY  

than the anticipated 500-year flood 
elevation height, where feasible 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan]. 

Department, 
Community 
Development 
Department  

34 

Explore the feasibility of joining 
FEMA’s Community Rating System 
(CRS) program to reduce flood 
insurance costs for property owners 
in Fullerton [new mitigation action].  

Flood, Heavy 
Rains 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, Fire 
Department, 
Community 
Development 
Department 

Staff Time, General Fund Long-Term Low Priority 

35 

Reduce localized flooding and 
stormwater runoff hazards in 
Fullerton, particularly at Euclid & 
Commonwealth and in the 
Hollydale neighborhood, by 
continuing to distribute sandbags 
during heavy rain events, upgrading 
drainage infrastructure, and 
implementing flood-resilient design 
strategies [new mitigation action]. 

Flood, Heavy 
Rains 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department 

FEMA: HMGP, RLF 
EPA: Sewer Overflow and 
Stormwater Reuse Municipal 
Grants 
SWRCB: Storm Water Grant 
Program (SWGP) 
DWR: Floodplain Management, 
Protection, and Risk Awareness 
(FMPRA) Grants 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Long-Term 
Medium 
Priority 

Geologic (Landslide, Subsidence) 

36 

Build retaining walls, install 
shotcrete, and drape catch-fall nets 
on slopes or areas where landslides 
are likely to occur on public 
property. For private property, 
identify potential incentives for 
property owners to construct these 
improvements [mitigation action 
from previous plan]. 

Geologic 
(Landslide, 
Subsidence)  

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Community 
Development 
Department 

FEMA: HMGP, RLF 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Long-Term 
Medium 
Priority 

37 

Install water runoff catchment 
troughs to channelize and divert 
rainwater away from hillsides on 
public property. For private 
property, identify potential 
incentives for property owners to 
construct these improvements 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan]. 

Geologic 
(Landslide, 
Subsidence) 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Community 
Development 
Department 

FEMA: HMGP, RLF 
EPA: Sewer Overflow and 
Stormwater Reuse Municipal 
Grants 
SWRCB: Storm Water Grant 
Program (SWGP) 
DWR: Integrated Regional 
Water Management (IRWM) 
Grants 

Long-Term 
Medium 
Priority 
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ACTION 
#  

MITIGATION ACTION  
HAZARD 

ADDRESSED  
RESPONSIBLE 

PARTIES  
POTENTIAL  

FUNDING SOURCES  
TIMELINE  PRIORITY  

Staff Time, General Fund 

38 

Conduct visual inspections of 
roadways that abut slopes or hills to 
assess potential for landslides prior 
to large rain events and follow up 
inspections after events [mitigation 
action from previous plan]. 

Geologic 
(Landslide, 
Subsidence) 

Internal: Public 
Works, 
Community 
Development 

Staff Time, General Fund Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

Human-Caused Hazards (Aircraft/Transportation Incidents, Hazardous Materials Spill, Terrorism/Cybersecurity, Civil Unrest/Civil Disturbance, Vector-
Borne Disease) 

39 

Coordinate with surrounding 
jurisdictions, local health care 
providers, businesses, schools, the 
Orange County Health Care Agency, 
and the California Department of 
Public Health to inform community 
members about current public 
health trends or issues, free and 
low-cost healthcare options, 
treatments, and where to find local 
healthcare facilities [mitigation 
action from previous plan]. 

Vector-Borne 
Disease 

Internal: City 
Manager’s Office, 
Fire Department 
External: Orange 
County Health 
Care Agency, 
Orange County 
Public Health 
Department, 
California 
Department of 
Public Health and 
Centers for 
Disease Control 

FEMA: Emergency 
Management Preparedness 
Grant (EMPG) 
Cal OES: Listos California Grant 
Program 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

40 

Cooperate with the Orange County 
Mosquito and Vector Control 
District to inform community 
members on best practices for 
mosquito-proofing homes and 
businesses and how to avoid 
mosquito bites [mitigation action 
from previous plan]. 

Vector-Borne 
Disease 

Internal: City 
Manager’s Office, 
Fire Department, 
Public Works 
Department 
External: Orange 
County Mosquito 
and Vector 
Control District 

FEMA: EMPG 
EPA: Environmental Education 
Grants 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

41 

Work to reduce the local mosquito 
population and mitigate the risk of 
vector-borne disease in Fullerton by 
collaborating with the Orange 
County Mosquito and Vector 
Control District to identify and treat 
high-risk areas such as drainage 

Vector-Borne 
Disease 

Internal: City 
Manager’s Office, 
Fire Department, 
Public Works 
Department 
External: Orange 
County Mosquito 

Staff Time, General Fund Ongoing High Priority 
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ACTION 
#  

MITIGATION ACTION  
HAZARD 

ADDRESSED  
RESPONSIBLE 

PARTIES  
POTENTIAL  

FUNDING SOURCES  
TIMELINE  PRIORITY  

systems and stagnant water sources 
[new mitigation action]. 

and Vector 
Control District 

42 

Continue to work with residents, 
business owners, and utilities to 
remove dead, dying, and diseased 
trees weakened by disease/pests 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan]. 

Vector-Borne 
Disease 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Departments, 
Community 
Development 
Department 

Cal FIRE: Wildfire Prevention 
Grants, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
Cal OES: Wildfire Mitigation 
Program, including funding 
through Proposition 4 – 
Climate Bond 
CNRA: Competitive grants for 
urban greening, including 
funding through Proposition 4 
– Climate Bond 
US Forest Service: Community 
Wildfire Defense Grants 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

43 

Promote proper disposal of 
hazardous material items at regional 
collection centers operated by the 
County [mitigation action from 
previous plan]. 

Hazardous 
Materials Spill 

Internal: City 
Manager’s Office, 
Fire Department 

Staff Time, General Fund Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

44 

Develop a parcel-level database, in 
coordination with Orange County, 
that tracks the status of hazardous 
materials storage and use, 
prioritized by potential threat to 
surrounding properties [mitigation 
action from previous plan].   

Hazardous 
Materials Spill 

Internal: Fire 
Department, 
Police 
Department 
External: OCSD 
Emergency 
Management 
Division 

Staff Time, General Fund Long-Term 
Medium 
Priority 

45 

Coordinate with the Orange County 
Intelligence Assessment Center 
(OCIAC) to monitor potential 
incidents resulting in civil 
disturbance events (riots, mass 
shootings, etc.). Participate in 
regional continuing education and 
training offerings hosted at OCIAC 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan, carried over with revisions].  

Terrorism/Cybe
rsecurity, Civil 
Unrest/Civil 
Disturbance 

Internal: Police 
Department, Fire 
Department, City 
Manager’s Office  
External: OCSD, 
OCFA 

FEMA: EMPG, HSGP 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing High Priority 
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#  

MITIGATION ACTION  
HAZARD 
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RESPONSIBLE 

PARTIES  
POTENTIAL  

FUNDING SOURCES  
TIMELINE  PRIORITY  

46 

Disseminate information on cyber 
threats or potential terrorist activity 
to City staff and continually follow 
up with information on further 
developments in the situation 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan]. 

Terrorism/Cybe
rsecurity 

Internal: City 
Manager, Police 
Department  

Staff Time, General Fund Ongoing High Priority 

47 

Regularly update cyber security 
software and educate business 
owners and residents on current 
internet-based threats [mitigation 
action from previous plan]. 

Terrorism/Cybe
rsecurity 

Internal: 
Information 
Technology, 
Administrative 
Services, City 
Manager’s Office, 
Police 
Department 

FEMA: Emergency 
Management Preparedness 
Grant (EMPG), Homeland 
Security Grant Program (HSGP) 
CISA: State and Local 
Cybersecurity Grant Program 
(SLCGP) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

48 

Retrofit all critical facilities, City 
administration buildings, and other 
buildings the City may deem to be 
important in the future with 
counterterrorism design and 
building materials in alignment with 
Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) 
principles [mitigation action from 
previous plan, carried over with 
revisions]. 

Terrorism/Cybe
rsecurity, Civil 
Unrest/Civil 
Disturbance 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Police 
Department 

FEMA: Homeland Security 
Grant Program (HSGP) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Long-Term 
Medium-
Priority 

Seismic Hazards (Fault Rupture, Ground Shaking, Liquefaction) 

49 

Work with California Geologic 
Survey and the US Geologic Survey 
to identify and map the uncharted 
extents of fault lines within the City 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan]. 

Seismic 
Hazards 

Internal: 
Community 
Development 
Department 
External: USGS, 
CGS 

Staff Time, General Fund Long-Term Low Priority 

50 

Create an inventory of seismically 
vulnerable infrastructure, including 
soft-story buildings, unreinforced 
masonry buildings or non-ductile 
concreate buildings. After 
vulnerability is inventories, create a 
plan to bring structures into 

Seismic 
Hazards 

Internal: 
Community 
Development 
Department, 
Public Works 
Department 

Staff Time, General Fund Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 
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compliance [mitigation action from 
previous plan, carried over with 
revisions].   

51 

Incentivize individual property 
owners to upgrade and retrofit 
buildings or structures that are 
susceptible to damage or 
destruction during a seismic event. 
Encourage homeowners located 
near fault lines to seismically retrofit 
natural gas lines. Gas lines should 
be properly braced and equipped 
with automatic seismic safety shut-
off valves at all structure entry 
points to prevent fires or explosions 
from ruptures caused by an 
earthquake [mitigation action from 
previous plan, carried over with 
revisions].   

Seismic 
Hazards 

Internal: 
Community 
Development, 
Public Works 
Department 

CEA: Earthquake Retrofit 
Grants, Brace & Bolt Retrofit 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Long-Term 
Medium 
Priority 

52 

Conduct regular inspections at all 
City-designated critical facilities, 
particularly City Hall and emergency 
response locations and complete 
any seismic retrofitting, as 
necessary [mitigation action from 
previous plan, carried over with 
revisions]. 

Seismic 
Hazards 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Community 
Development 
Department 

FEMA: Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

53 

Conduct a feasibility study to 
develop a revolving loan program 
for residents and businesses to 
assist with the cost of seismic and 
fire mitigation improvements, such 
as upgraded water lines that 
withstand seismic shaking impacts, 
indoor sprinkler systems that meet 
Chapter 7 A requirements, and/or 
structural modifications to meet 
current seismic requirements 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan].   

Seismic 
Hazards  

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Community 
Development 
Department 

FEMA: Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Medium 
Medium 
Priority 
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54 

Notify local residents when seismic 
retrofit funding becomes available 
from state and federal resources, 
such as the California Earthquake 
Brace and Bolt Program [new 
mitigation action].  

Seismic 
Hazards 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Community 
Development 
Department, Fire 
Department 
External: Cal OES  

CEA: Earthquake Retrofit 
Grants, Brace & Bolt Retrofit 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

Extreme Weather (Drought, Extreme Heat, Severe Winds/Santa Ana Winds, Heavy Rain, Power Outage/Utility Failure) 

55 

Continue to expand smart water 
meter program to track water usage 
in commercial and industrial 
properties across the City 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan]. 

Drought, 
Extreme Heat, 
Heavy Rain 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department 

USBR: WaterSMART Grants 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

56 

Identify opportunities (grant 
funding, design assistance, etc.) to 
sponsor homeowner retrofits from 
lawns to low-water-consuming 
plants [mitigation action from 
previous plan]. 

Drought, 
Extreme Heat 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Community 
Development 
Department 
External: MWD 

Staff Time, General Fund Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

57 

Notify residents through public 
service announcements a couple of 
days in advance of a severe weather 
event. Focus on media methods 
that target vulnerable populations, 
such as elderly, disabled, lower-
income, or persons with limited 
mobility to better ensure they have 
adequate time to prepare for a 
heatwave in advance [mitigation 
action from previous plan]. 

Extreme Heat, 
Severe 
Winds/Santa 
Ana Winds, 
Heavy Rain, 
Power 
Outage/Utility 
Failure 

Internal: City 
Manager’s Office, 
Police 
Department, Fire 
Department  

Staff Time, General Fund Ongoing 
Medium 
Priority 

58 

Evaluate the long-term capacity of 
designated cooling centers and 
shelters in the City to provide 
sufficient relief from extreme heat. 
Assess the need to expand services 
as the frequency, length, and 
severity of future heatwaves that 

Extreme Heat 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Parks and 
Recreation 
Department, 
Library 

LCI: Extreme Heat and 
Community Resilience Grant 
(EHCRP) 
Staff Time, General Fund 

Ongoing High Priority 
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coincide with Public Safety Power 
Shutoffs (PSPS) [mitigation action 
from previous plan, carried over 
with revisions].  

59 

Promote the Fullerton Community 
Center and Fullerton Public Library 
as SCE designated Community 
Resource Centers during a Public 
Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS), where 
SCE is available to support 
customers during PSPS or other 
public safety activations [new 
mitigation action]. 

Severe 
Winds/Santa 
Ana Winds, 
Power 
Outage/Utility 
Failure, 
Extreme Heat 

Internal: Fire 
Department, City 
Manager’s Office 
External: 
Southern 
California Edison 

Staff Time, General Fund Ongoing High Priority 

60 

Trim trees that the City determines 
could blow over during a severe 
wind event. Move power lines 
underground when feasible 
[mitigation action from previous 
plan]. 

Severe 
Winds/Santa 
Ana Winds, 
Power 
Outage/Utility 
Failure 

Internal: Public 
Works 
Department, 
Community 
Development 
Department 

Staff Time, General Fund Ongoing High Priority 
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5.3 CAPABILITIES ASSESSMENT 

The capabilities assessment identifies existing local agencies, personnel, planning tools, public 

policy and programs, technology, and funding resources that can support the hazard 

mitigation measures in this Plan. This assessment helps determine the current ability of 

Fullerton to reduce damage from hazard events, providing a foundation to develop, consider, 

and prioritize future hazard mitigation measures. 

5.3.1 Key Resources 

The City of Fullerton has resources to support the implementation of mitigation actions 

including: 

• Planning and regulatory capabilities are based on the implementation of ordinances, 

policies, local laws, and State statutes, and plans and programs that relate to guiding 

and managing growth and development. 

• Administrative and technical capabilities refer to the staff and their skills and tools 

that can be used for mitigation planning and to implement specific mitigation actions. 

It also refers to the ability to access and coordinate these resources effectively.  

• Financial capabilities are the resources that a jurisdiction has access to or is eligible to 

use to fund mitigation actions. 

• Education and outreach capabilities are programs and methods already in place that 

could be used to implement mitigation activities and communicate hazard-related 

information.  

Refer to Table 5 -4 : City of Fullerton Capabilities Assessment  below for a summary of City 

capabilities. 

TABLE 5 -4 : CITY OF FULLERTON CAPABILITIES ASSESSMENT  

ORDINANCE/PLAN
/POLICY/PROGRAM  

RESPONSIBLE AGENCY 
OR DEPARTMENT  

DESCRIPTION/COMMENTS  

Planning and Regulatory 
General Plan Community and 

Economic Development 
Department 

The Fullerton General Plan is the long-
term, comprehensive blueprint for 
development and changes in the 
community. The policies in the general 
plan address land uses, public safety, 
environmental protection, transportation, 
and others. The general plan serves as a 
framework for mitigation actions, 
establishing the overarching policies for 
mitigation activities. Mitigation actions 
may be directly incorporated into the 
general plan to provide a stronger 
enforcement mechanism. 

Urban Water 
Management Plan 
(UWMP) 

Public Works 
Department 

The UWMP provides an assessment of 
the present and future water supply 
sources and demand within the City’s 
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ORDINANCE/PLAN
/POLICY/PROGRAM  

RESPONSIBLE AGENCY 
OR DEPARTMENT  

DESCRIPTION/COMMENTS  

service area. It presents an update to the 
2015 UWMP on the City’s water resource 
needs, water use efficiency programs, 
water reliability assessment and 
strategies to mitigate water shortage 
conditions. 

Water Shortage 
Contingency Plan 
(WSCP) 

Public Works 
Department 

The WSCP is a strategic planning 
document that provides a structured 
guide for the City to deal with water 
shortages. This WSCP complies with 
California Water Code (Water Code) 
Section 10632, which requires that every 
urban water supplier shall prepare and 
adopt a WSCP as part of its UWMP. 

Emergency 
Operations Plan 
(EOP) 

Fire Department The City’s EOP establishes a 
comprehensive framework of direction 
and guidance for emergency and disaster 
response operations related to natural 
and human-caused hazards. The EOP can 
be used as a tool alongside the LHMP to 
provide mitigation and response 
strategies for hazard events.  

County of Orange 
and Orange County 
Fire Authority 
Hazard Mitigation 
Plan 

Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department /Orange 
County Fire Authority 

The County of Orange and Orange County 
Fire Authority Hazard Mitigation Plan 
identifies Orange County's natural 
hazards and presents a variety of actions 
and projects, proposed or in progress, 
which can help mitigate the risks these 
hazards pose. This Plan was utilized as a 
reference document in the formation of 
this updated LHMP. 

Floodplain 
Management 
Ordinance 

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department 

The ordinance establishes additional 
standards for development activities in 
the floodplain, enforced by Building and 
Safety Division staff in coordination with 
the City’s floodplain manager. This 
ordinance can be amended to implement 
additional flood mitigation strategies 
from this Plan. 

Building Code Community and 
Economic Development 
Department 

The building code specifies how all new 
construction in the City shall be built. 
These requirements can be amended to 
require new construction to be more 
resilient to emergency situations. 
Mitigation actions to construct buildings 
to safer standards to enhance resilience 
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ORDINANCE/PLAN
/POLICY/PROGRAM  

RESPONSIBLE AGENCY 
OR DEPARTMENT  

DESCRIPTION/COMMENTS  

during hazard events could be considered 
as part of future building code updates. 

Fire Code Community and 
Economic Development 
Department 

The fire code contains specific fire safety 
requirements for all structures. These 
requirements can be modified to require 
increased fire safety measures and 
support hazard mitigation actions 
identified in this Plan. 

City Budget Administrative Services 
Department 

The Fullerton City Council adopts a 
budget every fiscal year, which identifies 
sources of revenue for the City and how 
this money will be spent. The budget can 
direct funding toward hazard mitigation 
activities, including increased staffing, 
planning efforts, and capital 
improvements. 

Development Code Community and 
Economic Development 
Department 

The code contains land use regulations, 
including requirements for all new 
construction. The code can be used to 
implement hazard mitigation measures 
related to land use and development. 

Water 
Conservation 
Ordinance 

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department 

The City’s water conservation ordinance 
establishes the water management 
requirements necessary to conserve 
water, enable effective water supply 
planning, and ensure adequate water 
supply. These standards help mitigate the 
impact of drought-related emergency 
events. The tools and strategies of the 
water conservation ordinance can be 
used to develop this Plan’s drought 
mitigation actions. 

Administrative and Technical 
Police Services Police Department Staff provides police protection services 

and community programs and education 
campaigns. Police Staff are a key 
component of implementing mitigation 
actions, including but not limited to, 
coordinating, and communicating with 
the public and other agencies, ensuring 
safe and efficient evacuations, if 
necessary, and providing or participating 
in public education and preparedness 
activities that support mitigation of risks. 

Fire Services Fire Department The Fire Department is a key component 
of implementing mitigation actions. Staff 
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ORDINANCE/PLAN
/POLICY/PROGRAM  

RESPONSIBLE AGENCY 
OR DEPARTMENT  

DESCRIPTION/COMMENTS  

provide fire protection and firefighting 
services in Fullerton. The department’s 
responsibilities include taking 
preparatory steps to prevent fires or limit 
their destruction. Mitigation actions 
related to reducing the likelihood of fires 
or minimizing injury and damage from 
fires may be implemented through Fire 
Department staff. 

Code Compliance 
Division Staff  

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department 

Staff helps to maintain a safe, orderly, 
and healthy environment by ensuring 
compliance with building codes, property 
maintenance standards, land use 
regulations, signage rules, and the City 
Municipal Code. Mitigation actions 
related to ensuring development 
requirements, along with plans and 
programs, are updated to reflect most 
current hazard information. 

Building and Safety 
Division Staff  

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department 

Staff is responsible for regulating the 
construction, alteration, use and 
occupancy of buildings. Staff reviews all 
proposals for new development in 
Fullerton to ensure it meets all applicable 
laws and ordinances and complies with 
all hazard-related requirements. 
Mitigation actions related to ensuring 
development requirements, along with 
plans and programs, are updated to 
reflect most current hazard information. 

Planning 
Commission 

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department 

The Planning Commission advises the City 
Council on growth, development, and 
beautification of the City of Fullerton, 
including public spaces and vacant lots. 
The Planning Commission prepares and 
recommends updates to the General Plan 
and reviews the Capital Improvement 
Program for consistency with the General 
Plan, ensuring that development is in 
accordance with mitigation actions. 

City Council City Council The Fullerton City Council consists of five 
elected members, including a Mayor and 
Mayor Pro Tem selected annually by the 
Council. Supported by the City Manager 
and staff, the Council serves as the city's 
primary legislative body. The Council 



 

 5-29 

ORDINANCE/PLAN
/POLICY/PROGRAM  

RESPONSIBLE AGENCY 
OR DEPARTMENT  

DESCRIPTION/COMMENTS  

meets on the first and third Tuesdays of 
each month to adopt policies, approve 
plans, allocate funding, and enact local 
laws. The Council will be responsible for 
adopting this Plan and overseeing the 
implementation of its mitigation actions. 

City Manager City Manager’s Office The City Manager allocates and manages 
City resources to carry out City policy and 
operations as directed by the City 
Council, including allocating and 
managing staff and funding to support 
implementation of hazard mitigation 
activities. The City Manager’s Office is 
staffed by the City Manager, Deputy City 
Manager, Executive Assistant, Senior 
Administrative Analyst, and 
Administrative Assistant. 

Finance Division 
Staff  

Administrative Services 
Department 

The Administrative Services Department 
(Finance)  is responsible for providing full 
fiscal transparency and financial reporting 
in accordance with state and federal laws. 
While the Administrative Services 
Department (Finance) does not 
implement mitigation actions, the 
department plays an important role to 
facilitate implementation by working with 
the various departments to ensure 
mitigation actions are incorporated into 
the City budget and to administer grant 
support. 

Public Works 
Department Staff  

Public Works 
Department 

The Public Works Department is 
responsible for building and maintaining 
Fullerton’s publicly owned infrastructure 
and is a key lead for mitigation actions. 
Staff can construct and retrofit 
infrastructure to reduce hazard risks in 
the community, or to be more resilient to 
hazard events. 

Community 
Development 
Department Staff 

Community and 
Economic Development 
Department 

The Community and Economic 
Development Department is comprised 
of Building & Safety, Code Enforcement, 
Housing, Planning and Economic 
Development Divisions, and is 
responsible for administering and 
enforcing the City’s Zoning Code, other 
provisions of the Municipal Code, the 
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ORDINANCE/PLAN
/POLICY/PROGRAM  

RESPONSIBLE AGENCY 
OR DEPARTMENT  

DESCRIPTION/COMMENTS  

General Plan, and Building Codes. 
Mitigation actions related to the 
construction of new structures, retrofits, 
or improvements to existing structures 
may be implemented through future plan 
processing by Community Development 
Department staff.  

Parks and 
Recreation 
Department Staff 

Parks and Recreation 
Department 

The Parks and Recreation Department 
maintains 53 City parks, trails, and 
recreation facilities within the City. 
Mitigation actions involving community 
outreach and designations of Parks and 
Recreation facilities as emergency 
shelters may be implemented by this 
Department. 

Human Resources 
Division Staff  

Human Resources 
Department 

The Human Resources Department is 
responsible for staff recruitment and 
training, as well as Risk Management 
functions for the City.  Mitigation actions 
that relate to staff training may be 
implemented through the Human 
Resources Department. 

Administrative 
Services 
Department 

Administrative Services 
Department 

The Administrative Services Department 
is composed of four divisions: 
Administration, Fiscal Services, Budget & 
Purchasing, and Revenue and Utility 
Services. The Department manages the 
City’s finances and provides financial 
support to all departments.  

City Attorney N/A The City Attorney represents the City and 
handles civil cases, advising the City on 
legal matters and representing it in court. 

Republic Services 
Staff 

Republic Services The City contracts with Republic Services 
to provide collection and disposal 
services for solid waste in the community. 
The responsibilities of Republic Services 
include providing services for the safe 
disposal of some types of hazardous 
material. Staff can coordinate their efforts 
with the relevant mitigation actions 
outlined in this Plan. 

Southern California 
Edison (SCE) Staff 

Southern California 
Edison 

SCE is the electrical service provider for 
Fullerton. SCE also owns the electrical 
distribution grid in the community. 
Mitigation actions relating to the 
resiliency of Fullerton’s electrical grid may 
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ORDINANCE/PLAN
/POLICY/PROGRAM  

RESPONSIBLE AGENCY 
OR DEPARTMENT  

DESCRIPTION/COMMENTS  

use the agency’s data and be 
implemented through coordination with 
SCE. 

Southern California 
Gas Company 
(SoCalGas) Staff 

Southern California Gas 
Company 

SoCalGas is the natural gas provider for 
Fullerton and also owns the natural gas 
infrastructure in the community. 
Mitigation actions that address the 
resiliency of natural gas infrastructure 
and services in Fullerton may use the 
agency’s data and be implemented 
through coordination with SoCalGas. 

Financial 
General Fund N/A Serves as the main operating fund for the 

City and is used to finance the most 
common municipal functions (e.g., police, 
fire, parks, and recreation, etc.). 

Capital 
Improvement 
Program 

N/A Long-range plan for individual capital 
improvement projects and funding 
sources. Projects are considered unique 
construction projects that provide 
improvements or additions such as land, 
buildings, and infrastructure. The Capital 
Improvement Program budget is an 
important part of the City’s budget. The 
draft FY 2025/2026 to FY 2029/2030 
budget presents over 40 capital 
improvement projects with expenditures 
totaling over $32 million. These projects 
provide funding for needed repairs, 
replacements, and improvements to 
streets, water infrastructure, drainage 
and sewage systems, parks and medians, 
public facilities, and other improvements. 

California 
Governor’s Office 
of Emergency 
Services 

N/A Cal OES is responsible for overseeing and 
coordinating emergency preparedness, 
response, recovery, and homeland 
security activities within California. Cal 
OES regularly dispatches team members 
to join first responders, emergency 
leaders and those affected by disasters 
that threaten public safety, to provide 
information essential to the public. Cal 
OES can assist in obtaining funding for 
mitigation actions identified in the plan 
and providing guidance on future plan 
updates. Additionally, Cal OES is 
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RESPONSIBLE AGENCY 
OR DEPARTMENT  
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responsible for administration and 
distribution of federal grant funding for 
the FEMA grant programs listed above. 

Federal Emergency 
Management 
Agency – Hazard 
Mitigation 
Assistance Grants 

N/A FEMA is the federal agency responsible 
for hazard mitigation, emergency 
preparedness, and emergency response 
and recovery activities. It provides 
guidance to State and local governments 
on hazard mitigation activities, including 
best practices and how to comply with 
federal requirements. FEMA also provides 
funding for hazard mitigation actions 
through two grant programs: Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) and 
Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Grant. 
The HMGP requires a presidential hazard 
declaration before funding is available; 
after a hazard is declared, grant 
applications can be submitted on a 
rotating basis. FMA applications typically 
open during the fall. Outside of the 
Hazard Mitigation Assistance Grants, 
FEMA also administers Preparedness 
Grants and Resilience Grants that may be 
applicable to future City projects. 

Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development – 
Community 
Development Block 
Grants 

N/A The Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Entitlement Program 
provides annual grants on a formula basis 
to entitled cities and counties to develop 
viable urban communities by providing 
decent housing and a suitable living 
environment, and by expanding 
economic opportunities, principally for 
low- and moderate-income persons. The 
program is authorized under Title 1 of the 
Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974, Public Law 93-383, as 
amended; 42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq. 
HUD awards grants to entitlement 
community grantees to carry out a wide 
range of community development 
activities directed toward revitalizing 
neighborhoods, economic development, 
and providing improved community 
facilities and services, which may be 
applicable to future City projects. 
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ORDINANCE/PLAN
/POLICY/PROGRAM  

RESPONSIBLE AGENCY 
OR DEPARTMENT  

DESCRIPTION/COMMENTS  

Education and Outreach 
American Red 
Cross 

Coordination with 
Fullerton Police and 
Fire 

Provide access to natural hazard 
information and resources, as well as 
educational and training programs. 
Promoting participation in American Red 
Cross educational and training programs 
would serve to mitigate hazards by 
increasing awareness and preparedness. 

Staff Training Coordination with 
Fullerton Police, Fire, 
and other City 
Departments as 
relevant 

The City provides staff training on 
emergency response and preparedness. 
Mitigation actions may include updating 
or enhancing staff training on emergency 
response and preparedness. 

City Website Administrative Services The website provides news and 
announcements to the community, 
including community events related to 
safety and emergency preparedness and 
mitigation. It maintains information and 
resources pertaining to hazards and 
mitigation. The City Website provides an 
opportunity to convey information and 
implement mitigation actions specific to 
educating and informing the community 
regarding all hazards and ways to reduce 
impacts from the hazards. 

How can these capabilities be expanded upon and improved to reduce risk?  
Multiple mitigation measures are priority projects to expand Fullerton’s capabilities, 
including new plans and programs. Examples of opportunities to expand capabilities 
include the following mitigation actions:  
 
Planning/Regulatory: Mitigation Actions #5, 9, 12, 25, 33, 48, 53, 58 
Administrative/Technical: Mitigation Actions #1, 2, 4, 9, 18, 21, 26, 39, 41, 47 
Financial: Mitigation Actions #54, 56 
Education/Outreach: Mitigation Actions #3, 17, 45 
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WHAT’S DIFFERENT ABOUT THE 2026 PLAN? 

• Renewed focus on efforts to complete established mitigation 

actions. 

• Renewed emphasis on continuous public involvement 

throughout the planning horizon of the LHMP. 

SECTION 6: PLAN MAINTENANCE 

This section identifies the formal process by which that City can ensure 

the LHMP remains an active and relevant document for the City of 

Fullerton. The LHMP maintenance process includes a schedule for 

monitoring and evaluating the LHMP annually and producing an 

update every five years to ensure the City maintains eligibility for 

federal and State hazard mitigation funding. This section of the LHMP 

also describes how the City can integrate public participation 

throughout LHMP maintenance and implementation process. Finally, 

this section describes how City staff can incorporate the mitigation 

actions outlined in this LHMP into existing planning mechanisms and 

programs and future actions and decision-making. 

6.1 PURPOSE OF THE LHMP AND AUTHORITY 

Under the direction of the LHMP Project Management Team (led by 

Kristi Hofstetter Batiste, Emergency Manager with the Fullerton Fire 

Department), the LHMP Planning Team will be responsible for the on-

going maintenance of this LHMP. The Project Management Team will 

take the lead in LHMP maintenance by coordinating with the Planning 

Team, including undertaking the formal review process and future 

updates. Key City departments are identified below: 

• Fire Department 

• Police Department 

• Public Works Department 

• Community and Economic Development Department 

• Parks and Recreation Department 

• City Manager’s Office 

• City Clerk's Office 

• City Council 

In addition to City staff, the following partner agencies who were part 

of the LHMP Planning Team should be included in the maintenance 

and update activities: 

• American Red Cross 

• Amtrak 
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• BNSF 

• Braille Institute 

• CAL TRANS 

• California State University, 

Fullerton 

• City of Anaheim 

• City of Brea 

• City of Buena Park 

• City of La Habra 

• City of La Mirada 

• City of Placentia 

• Dale McIntosh Center 

• Fullerton Airport 

• Fullerton Boys and Girls Club 

• Fullerton Collaborative 

• Fullerton College 

• Fullerton Joint Union High School 

District 

• Fullerton School District 

• HOPE Center 

• Hope International University 

• Marshall B. Ketchum University 

• North Orange County Chamber of 

Commerce 

• OC United 

• Olive Community Services 

• Orange County Emergency 

Management Division (within 

OCSD) 

• Orange County Sanitation District 

• Orange County Transportation 

Authority 

• Orange County Water District 

• Pathways of Hope 

• Richman Center for Healthy 

Neighbors (CSUF) 

• Rosary Academy 

• Solidarity 

• Southern California Edison (SoCal 

Edison) 

• Southern California Gas Company 

(SoCal Gas) 

• St. Jude Medical Center 

• Stables V & H 

• Tara's Chance 

• US Army Corps of Engineers 

(USACE) 

• WEROC 

• YMCA 

Although specific LHMP Planning Team and Project Management members may change, the 

City staff positions, departments and other partner agencies and organizations should 

continue to be included in the LHMP implementation and maintenance process. 

The LHMP Project Management Team will facilitate the LHMP Planning Team meetings and 

will assign tasks such as updating and presenting the Plan to other departments, stakeholder 

groups, and/or elected officials. The LHMP Planning Team will be responsible for maintaining 

and updating the LHMP and will coordinate implementation through their respective positions 

and agencies. LHMP implementation and evaluation will be a shared responsibility among all 

LHMP Planning Team members. 

6.1.1 Evaluation 

At a minimum, the ongoing annual LHMP Planning Team meeting will evaluate the progress 

of the LHMP and incorporate the actions into other planning documents. This review will 

include the following: 

• Summary of any hazard events that occurred during the prior year and their impacts 

on the community. 

• Review of successful mitigation initiatives identified in the Plan. 
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• Brief discussion about why targeted mitigation strategies were not completed. 

• Reevaluation of the mitigation actions to determine if the timeline for identified 

projects needs to be amended (such as changing a long-term project to a short-term 

project due to funding availability). 

• Recommendations for new mitigation actions. 

• Changes in, or potential for, new funding options/grant opportunities. 

• Integration of new GIS data and maps that can be used to inform the Plan. 

• Evaluation of any other planning programs or initiatives within the City that involve 

hazard mitigation. 

The purpose of the annual evaluation will be to ensure consideration and implementation of 

the LHMP and document progress to inform the future LHMP update. 

6.2 METHOD AND SCHEDULE FOR UPDATING THE PLAN WITHIN FIVE YEARS 

Title 44 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 201.6(d)(3), requires that local hazard 

mitigation plans be reviewed, revised, and resubmitted to FEMA for approval to remain 

eligible for the benefits awarded under the DMA.  

Monitoring the progress of the mitigation actions will be on-going throughout the five-year 

period between the adoption of the LHMP and the next update effort. The LHMP Planning 

Team will meet on an annual basis to monitor the status mitigation action implementation 

and develop updates, as necessary. 

The City intends to update the Plan on a five-year cycle from the date of its adoption. It is 

anticipated that this update process will occur one year prior to expiration of the existing 

LHMP. This cycle may be accelerated to less than five years based on the following triggers:  

• A state or presidential disaster declaration that impacts the City.  

• A hazard event that causes loss of life.  

Should a significant disaster occur within the City, the LHMP Planning Team will reconvene to 

review and update the LHMP, as appropriate. The City Council will adopt written updates to 

the LHMP. 

6.2.1 Process 

The intent of the update process will be to add new planning process methods, community 

profile data, hazard data and events, vulnerability analyses, mitigation actions, and goals to 

the adopted Plan so that the LHMP will always be current and up to date. Based on the needs 

identified by the LHMP Planning Team, the update will, at a minimum, include the elements 

below: 

1. The update process will be convened through the LHMP Planning Team and will 

include representatives from the Fire Department and other participating 

departments to ensure consistency with other relevant City planning documents. 

2. The hazard risk assessment will be reviewed and updated using best available 

information and technologies on an annual basis. 
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3. The evaluation of critical structures and mapping will be updated and improved as 

funding becomes available. 

4. The mitigation actions will be reviewed and revised to account for any actions 

completed, deferred, or changed to account for changes in the risk assessment or new 

City policies identified under other planning mechanisms, as appropriate (such as the 

City’s General Plan). 

5. The draft update will be sent to appropriate agencies for comment. 

6. The public will be given an opportunity to comment prior to adoption. 

7. The Fullerton City Council will adopt the updated LHMP. 

The LHMP Planning Team will coordinate with responsible City departments and 

agencies/organizations identified for each mitigation action. These responsible departments 

and agencies/organizations will monitor and evaluate the progress made on the 

implementation of mitigation actions and report to the LHMP Planning Team on an annual 

basis. Working with the LHMP Planning Team, these responsible departments and 

agencies/organizations will be asked to assess the effectiveness of the mitigation actions and 

modify the mitigation actions as appropriate. The LHMP Mitigation Action Progress Report 

worksheet will assist mitigation leads in reporting on the status and assessing the effectiveness 

of the mitigation actions.  

Information gathered from the City departments and external partners will be used to monitor 

mitigation actions and annual evaluation of the LHMP. The following questions will be 

considered as criteria for evaluating the Plan’s effectiveness: 

• Has the nature or magnitude of hazards affecting the City changed? 

• Are there new hazards that have the potential to impact the City? 

• Do the identified goals and actions address current and expected conditions? 

• Have mitigation actions been implemented or completed? 

• Has the implementation of identified mitigation actions resulted in expected 

outcomes? 

• Are current resources adequate to implement the LHMP? 

• Should additional local resources be committed to address identified hazards? 

An Annual LHMP Review Questionnaire worksheet will be used to provide guidance to the 

LHMP Planning Team on what should be included in the evaluation. Future updates to the 

LHMP will account for any new hazard vulnerabilities, special circumstances, or new 

information that becomes available. Issues that arise during monitoring and evaluating the 

LHMP, which require changes to the risk assessment, mitigation strategy and other 

components of the Plan, will be incorporated into the next update of the LHMP in 2031. The 

questions identified above will remain valid when preparing the 2031 Plan update. 

6.3 LOCAL ADOPTION 

Cal OES and FEMA are responsible for initial review and approval of the LHMP. After the plan 

check review process concludes, the Fullerton City Council is responsible for adopting the 

LHMP. This formal adoption should take place every five years. Once the LHMP has been 

finalized, the City Project Management Team will be responsible for final submission to the 
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California Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES). Cal OES will then submit the Plan to FEMA 

for final review and approval. 

6.4 IMPLEMENTATION THROUGH EXISTING PROGRAMS AND PLANNING MECHANISMS 

LHMP effectiveness depends on the implementation of the mitigation actions, and 

incorporating these actions into other City plans, policies, and programs. These mitigation 

actions provide the framework for activities that the City can implement over the next five 

years. The City has prioritized the actions in this LHMP, which will be implemented through 

existing plans, policies, and programs as resources become available.  

The City of Fullerton Fire Department has taken on the responsibility for overseeing the Plan’s 

implementation and maintenance through the City’s existing programs. The City’ Emergency 

Manager, or designated appointee, will assume lead responsibility for facilitating LHMP 

implementation and maintenance meetings. Although the City of Fullerton Fire Department 

will have primary responsibility for review, coordination, and promotion, plan implementation 

and evaluation will be a shared responsibility among all departments identified as lead 

departments in the mitigation action plan.  

The LHMP can also build upon related planning efforts and mitigation programs that are 

already occurring within the City. This will also facilitate applying for funding opportunities as 

they become available. Progress on implementing mitigation actions through other City 

planning programs and mechanisms should be monitored and integrated into future updates. 

By adopting a resolution to approve this LHMP, the City agrees to reference and incorporate 

the document into planning documents, programs, decisions, processes, and regulations. The 

LHMP will be reviewed and considered by internal City departments, as applicable plans or 

programs are created or updated in the future. Upon creating or updating new plans, 

programs or policies, City staff will review this LHMP and consider the following:  

• What hazard and/or vulnerability information should be considered and/or integrated 

into this plan?  

• Are there opportunities for this plan to support and/or implement mitigation actions?  

• What mitigation actions can and should be integrated into this plan?  

• Are there other community mechanisms that mitigation can be integrated?  

• Is there information from this plan that can be integrated into the next LHMP update?  

Opportunities for the City to integrate information from this LHMP into planning mechanisms 

are described below. 

Planning and zoning law require California cities to adopt a comprehensive, long-term general 

plan for the physical development of the City. General plans are required to address natural 

hazards that could impact the jurisdiction and prepare for the impact of natural hazards. The 

Fullerton Plan serves as the City’s General Plan and identifies land use patterns, future 

development, and growth within the planning area. The LHMP update process has allowed 

the City to review the policies contained in the Safety Element and identified mitigation 

actions that will further implement these policies. The City views the Fullerton Plan and LHMP 

as complimentary planning documents that work together to achieve the goal of the reduction 
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of risk exposure to the citizens of the City. Once the LHMP is adopted by FEMA, the City will 

incorporate the LHMP and vulnerability assessment by reference into existing documents to 

comply with California Assembly Bill 2140. 

The City’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP) identifies capital projects and major equipment 

purchases for all City departments. The CIP links both the annual general plan and annual 

budget. Identified CIP projects were integrated into the LHMP mitigation actions where 

appropriate, for projects with a nexus to resilience or natural hazards. In addition, as part of 

the annual review and update of the CIP, mitigation actions identified will be reviewed and 

integrated. The City anticipates utilizing this LHMP to apply for Hazard Mitigation Assistance 

(HMA) grant funding such as the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program and the Flood Mitigation 

Assistance Grant Program for key capital improvement and infrastructure projects.  

Other opportunities for integration of this LHMP include education programs and continued 

coordination between the City and the identified external partners. Expansion of community 

capacity and education programs is discussed in Section 5.3 in the previous section. 

6.5 2020 LHMP PAST INTEGRATION EFFORTS 

The City successfully integrated the previous 2020 LHMP into other City plans and processes 

to reduce risk and vulnerability within the jurisdiction. Examples of successful integration are 

outlined below:  

 2024 Safety Element Update: During the 2021 – 2029 Housing Element Update process, the 

City prepared a comprehensive update to the Safety Element. The 2020 LHMP served as a 

primary data resource for vulnerability findings. In addition, the LHMP was incorporated by 

reference. The Safety Element was approved by Cal FIRE/Board of Forestry in 2024, before 

local adoption by the City Council.  

2020 Urban Water Management Plan: The 2020 LHMP was incorporated by reference into 

the 2020 Urban Water Management Plan. Findings related to drought and water supply 

resiliency are integrated, and both plans reference relevant capital improvement projects that 

would reduce risk. 

In addition, the City was successful in implementing several mitigation actions from the 2020 

LHMP, as outlined in Section 5. Overall, the City strives to maintain a culture of preparedness 

and ongoing hazard mitigation. Thus, this LHMP update documents several years of work 

toward resilience in alignment with hazard mitigation planning principles. The City anticipates 

integrating this LHMP into the studies and planning mechanisms listed above and applying for 

FEMA grant funding to implement key mitigation actions. 

6.6 CONTINUED PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

The City is dedicated to involving the public in LHMP review and updates throughout the five-

year planning period. The public, including socially vulnerable populations, will continue to be 

informed of the LHMP actions through regular updates to the City’s website. The City will 

continue provide in-person educational events and activities to further inform the community 
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regarding natural hazard risk and mitigation. Where feasible, these educational opportunities 

will be co-located with other safety related community events such as National Night Out.  

Additionally, continued public involvement will be achieved through the promotion of hazard 

mitigation/emergency preparedness, trainings, interagency-coordinated outreach efforts and 

other hazard awareness campaigns. These are included in Section 5.0 as Mitigation Actions, 

particularly those listed as “Emergency Preparedness”. The listed mitigation actions include 

outreach and communication mechanisms designed with the “whole community” approach, 

ensuring that socially vulnerable populations will receive messaging. The City will also inform 

LHMP Planning Team participants of relevant updates at the annual LHMP evaluation meeting.  

The adopted LHMP will remain permanently available for review on the City’s website, with 

contact information for interested parties to direct comments and concerns. All public 

feedback will be reviewed and considered for incorporation (if deemed appropriate) into the 

next LHMP update.  

Upon initiation of the LHMP update process, a new public involvement strategy will be 

developed based on guidance from the LHMP Planning Team. This strategy will be based on 

the needs and capabilities of the City at the time of the update. At a minimum, this strategy 

will include the use of the City website, email distribution lists and local media outlets within 

the planning area. At this time, a re-evaluation of local socially vulnerable populations will be 

conducted for improved understanding of how to reach and engage these groups. 

6.7 POINT OF CONTACT 

Kristi Hofstetter Batiste, Emergency Manager 

City of Fullerton 

312 E Commonwealth Avenue 

Fullerton, CA 92832 

Kristi.Hofstetterbatiste@fullertonfire.org 
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